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Why did I pick this topic?
Infantilized
Sexualized
Gender-marking
Less media opportunities
Unequal pay

Female athletes are subjected to:
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“ M a s s  m e d i a  p l a y s  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n
i n f l u e n c i n g  s o c i e t a l  v i e w s  o f
f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  a n d  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  w o m e n  a n d
s p o r t ”  ( V i l l a l o n ,  2 0 1 8 ,  p . 2 ) .

Purpose of
the research



What was studied & How?

t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  
h o u r s  o f  p r o g r a m m i n g  p r o v i d e d
v i e w e r s h i p  n u m b e r s ,
p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  w o m e n
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  O l y m p i c s   
t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m e d a l s
r e c e i v e d  b y  w o m e n  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O l y m p i c  C o m m i t t e e
d a t a  s u c h  a s :

N B C ’ S  B R O A D C A S T  C O V E R A G E  O F  T H E  2 0 1 6  S U M M E R
O L Y M P I C  G A M E S  -  Q U A L I T A T I V E  A N D  Q U A N T I T A T I V E  D A T A

Q u a n t i t a t i v e :  s o c i a l l y
a c c e p t a b l e  f e m a l e  s p o r t s
d u r i n g  p r i m e - t i m e  c o v e r a g e
 
Q u a l i t a t i v e :  f o c u s  o n  t h e
n a r r a t i v e s  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e
f e m i n i n e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  s e x y
o u t f i t s  a n d  h e t e r o s e x u a l
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  



t h e  u s e  o f  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  2 0 1 6
O l y m p i c s  w a s  s t a g g e r i n g  
b r o a d c a s t  c o m m e n t a r y  r e c e i v e d  b a c k l a s h  t h a t  w a s  s p e c i f i c
a t h l e t e s ’  b o d i e s  a n d  b e h a v i o r s  
M a l e  p r i v i l e g e ,  e x .  R y a n  L o c h t e  d a m a g e d  p r o p e r t y  a n d  m a d e
u p  a  s t o r y  o f  a  r o b b e r y  v s  G a b b y  D o u g l a s  n o t  s m i l i n g  a n d
b e i n g  c a l l e d  u n p a t r i o t i c   
F e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  b e i n g  c o m p a r e d  t o  m a l e  a t h l e t e s ,  e x .
S i m o n e  B i l e s ,  a f t e r  r e p e a t e d l y  b e i n g  c a l l e d  t h e  ‘ M i c h a e l
J o r d a n / K o b e  B r y a n t  o f  g y m n a s t i c s ’  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s
‘ t h e  f i r s t  S i m o n e  B i l e s ’ .

Main Findings



Takeaway
Critical feminist theory plays a major role in how female athletes are

seen through the media’s lens.
“The misogynistic portrayal and representation of female athletes

continues to suggest the lesser value of women in society and as true
athletes” (Villalon, 2018, p.3). 


